
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 6th APRIL 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and Environment Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met on two occasions since my last report to Council, on 4th February 
and 16th March 2015, both of which proved to be productive and interesting meetings.

4th February 2016

Community Cohesion
We received a report that updated us on recent activity and the numerous initiatives 
undertaken and commissioned by the Cohesion Hub to promote community cohesion and 
engagement in Rochdale Borough, further to a request made by the Committee at its 
meeting on 23rd September 2015.

Asylum Seekers
The Committee considered a report which provided an update on issues relating to Asylum 
dispersal across the Borough. In considering the report we sought clarification on instances 
where authorities were apparently being able to refuse to take in asylum seekers and on 
housing amenity support provided to asylum seekers. We also requested clarification on 
the number of refugees that might arrive from Syria, either directly or indirectly. We 
requested that the Council, when making decisions about taking in Syrian refugees in the 
future, should also take into consideration the number of asylum seekers across the 
Borough and the effect that this has on service provision in terms of health and education 
for example.

Highways Shared Services
The Director of Neighbourhoods verbally updated the Committee on proposals to create a 
Greater Manchester wide Highways Shared Service. The aim was that a number of the 
Greater Manchester Authorities would collaborate for the delivery of local highways 
services. The contributing authorities this far were Bury, Rochdale, Stockport and 
Transport for Greater Manchester, for the purpose of supporting an increase in capital 
infrastructure work across the region and an effort to make sure that the right skills were in 
place to deliver a good quality service to each local authority and to ensure future 
resilience for each authority.

Directorate Plans 
The Committee considered progress reports detailing the performance of the Council’s 
Neighbourhoods Directorate and the Community Services function of the Resources 
Directorate, during the third quarter of 2015/16.

Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
The Committee scrutinised a report that informed us of the current progress in the joint 
preparation by the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) of the Greater 
Manchester Spatial Framework (the GMSF) as a new statutory development planning 
document to guide spatial planning across the city region until 2035. The report also 
informed Members of the current consultation which is taking place on a draft vision, 
strategic objectives and growth options for the GMSF and the opportunities for 
communities, businesses and elected Members to engage in this process.



In considering this report it was noted that some Members had submitted detailed 
questions on this issue in advance of the meeting, in particular raising concerns about 
proposals for new housing developments to infringe on green belt land. 

Rochdale BoroughWide Housing
The Committee considered a report that provided Members with an update on the 
performance of Rochdale Boroughwide Housing (RBH) for quarters 1 and 2 in (April – 
September) 2015/16 in relation to the achievement of the aspirations, commitments and 
promises set out in the Council’s Service Level Agreement with RBH. The Committee in 
considering the report sought clarification on the rates at which RBH charged for 
rechargeable repairs; the ‘turnaround’ periods for recently vacated properties (which 
Members were advised was overall 43 days per property); and the review exercise for the 
funding of Tenants and Residents Associations, which it was requested that RBH be asked 
to confirm.

16th March 2016

Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership - Monitoring - Quarter 3 - 2015/16
The Committee considered a performance report in respect of the Rochdale Safer 
Communities Partnership in respect of the third quarter 2015/16 (October – December). In 
considering this report the Committee  requested that further information clarifying 
measurements of crime and the protocols for reporting crime be included in future reports 
to the Committee.

Street Lighting PFI Contract
The Committee scrutinised a report which attempted to address concerns that had been 
raised by Members, at previous meetings of the Committee and the former Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee in relation to the performance and monitoring of the Street Lighting PFI 
project. In considering this report Members noted that the improved performances that I 
referred to in my last report in January have continued. Members though had some 
concerns especially about street lights being left on during daytime hours and over the 
replacement of bins fixed to lighting columns that were not being replaced after a new 
lighting column had been installed.  

Rochdale Development Agency – Third Quarter 2015/16 Performance Monitoring 
The Committee received a report that scrutinised the performance of Rochdale 
Development Agency for the third Quarter 2015/16. In considering the report Members 
expressed their satisfaction at the efforts that were being made across the Borough to 
stimulate regeneration, economic activity and employment opportunities.

Other Activities

Rochdale Town Centre East Developments
The Committee had previously, in October last year, referred this matter to an informal 
session of the Committee’s membership in consultation with the Director of Economy.  We 
held our most recent meeting on 29th February and will be continuing dialogue with the 
Director of Economy on this important development.

Discretionary Crisis Fund
The Committee had previously considered reports on the performance and operation of the 
Discretionary Crisis Fund and last autumn we asked that an informal session of the 
Committee’s membership be convened to examine all aspects of the Discretionary Crisis 
Fund. This informative meeting was subsequently held in February at which Helen Bellis 
gave an interesting and informative presentation on this subject and answered numerous 
questions that Members had submitted. 



Work Programme 2015/16
The Committee considered its Work Programme for 2015/16 reaffirming its wish for an 
informal joint meeting comprising Members of the Audit and Governance Committee and of 
the Council’s three Overview and Scrutiny Committees to discuss issues appertaining to 
the devolution of powers to the Greater Manchester Combined Authority. With the three 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees established in 2015 there has been an inevitable 
“settling in” period.  We continue to develop a structure of continuous Overview and 
Scrutiny where the meeting acts more for communication and ratification, while scrutiny 
occurs on an ongoing basis throughout the year. A robust schedule of work has been 
developed and following advice from the Peer Group challenge we are concentrating on 
high risk areas of the Council’s business. Reporting and communication provide an 
ongoing challenge but I do feel that with the support of ICT we moving in the right direction, 
especially in terms of report formatting and the presentation of the type of information that 
Members want to scrutinise.

 As Chair, I have attended meetings of the GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool and members of 
the Committee will be aware that I have had concerns about this meeting.  I have been 
nominated to a small group that is considering a proper and effective scrutiny arrangement 
that will be appropriate for the new powers and structures in Greater Manchester.  I think 
that any Councillors appointed to scrutiny at the GM level will need to engage fully in the 
process and realise that new ways of working are going to be needed if we are are to be 
effective.  I would like to have a quality assurance approach to scrutiny which looks to 
ensure the best outputs for both Greater Manchester and the Rochdale Borough are 
achieved from the new powers.
    

Councillor Neil Butterworth – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


